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PIERCE RODOLPH 
I started out to interview CAPT Hart 
for THE CLASSMATE equipped with a 
long list of questions. To my chagrin, I 
forgot to ask most of them as I was so 
interested in just talking with him. 
The Captain had prepared a list of 
information to help me and I was over-
whelmed with the variety of decorations, 
duty stations and specialties with which 
the Captain is associated. 
CAPT Hart is a favorite son of Akron, 
Ohio and is a graduate of the University 
of Ohio in Akron. He graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial 
Engineering and is presently licensed to 
practice Professional Engineering in the 
state of Ohio. 
It was in Akron that the Captain met 
Maria Menning on a blind date while on 
leave from the Training Command in 
Corpus Christi. They lived close to each 
other but did not meet until then. Now 
they are the proud parents of five chil-
dren, Maria 17, Joseph 1 b, John 12, 
Michael 10 and Madeline 7. Each child 
has a special capability, but the Captain 
seemed most concerned the morning I 
interviewed him about a recent golfing 
feat of Joe's. Joe had won a driving con-
test by hitting a 285 foot drive and the 
Captain, also a golfer, showed pride but 
apprehension about future fatherson 
matches. 
CAPT Hart has flown nearly 5000 hours 
and is qualified in six different types of 
jet aircraft and was designated Fleet 
Logistics Air Wing Plane Commander in 
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R4D8 type naval air transports. He is 
also designated a Navy Helicopter pilot. 
Among the Captain's many decora-
tions are the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Bronze Star and Combat "V" air medal, 
Presidential unit citation. He also holds 
the Brazilian "ordem do merito Naval" 
and Brazilian Air Force pilot designation 
and wings "honoris causa." 
The Navy has taken the Hart family 
many interesting places through the years 
and the entire family looks forward to the 
moves with impatience and curiosity. 
One of their most interesting tours of duty 
was in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The Cap-
tain was attached to the Brazilian Naval 
War College with Collateral Duty at the 
Brazilian Air Force Command and Staff 
School. CAPT Hart found a great chal-
lenge in overseas duty and feels he 
would like to return for one more tour 
before leaving the Navy. He leamed 
Portuguese before leaving for Brazil and 
continued to study the local dialects while 
there. 
Active duty for the Captain has been 
interesting and varied. He has done op-
erational flying on 10 different aircraft 
carriers, commanded Bombing Squadron 
88 during World War II, attended the 
General Line School, entering the Naval 
War College at two different times, once 
as a student and the next time as a mem-
ber of the staff. Captain also was the 
Chief of Staff-Commander Naval Air 
Bases Fourteenth Naval District. 
CAPT Hart, former Director of the Gen· 
eral Line and Naval Science School, has 
been relieved by CAPT Al Gurney, an 
old shipmate From the original Ranger -
He hopes to re-live past experiences and 
catch up on the past years before leav-
ing for new duty as Chief of Staff, 
COMFAIR Hawaii. 
